
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



178 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. [Vol. VI. 

teenth century sources of much of our latest literature of discontent ; 
as in the discussion on the relation of Henry George to the Physiocrats. 
The last two books deal respectively with the deficit and consequent 
financial experiments, and with the elections for the States-General. An 
American student, rejecting Dr. Jaeger's political philosophy, cannot feel 
that his pages are colorless or that they present the whole case, but he 
will admit that they contain a great deal of sober, if unpalatable, truth, 
that cannot be lightly brushed aside. The book is without biblio- 
graphical references, but a special volume containing these is promised. 

F. H. Giddings. 



Die Grundziige der Theorie der Statistik. Von Harold Wes- 
tergaard, Professor an der Universitat zu Kopenhagen. Jena, Verlag 
von Gustav Fischer, 1890. — 8vo, 286 pp. 

All persons interested in the thorough study of statistics as a science 
will welcome this clear and vigorous book. The first part is highly 
mathematical, but even the ordinary reader will be able to understand 
the general application of the theory of probabilities to social statistics. 
As von Mayr has remarked before, the irregularities in statistics are as 
instructive as the regularities and in many cases even more so. If we 
find, for instance, a greater death-rate in one year than in another, we 
are led to seek its cause in an epidemic or a war or economic distress. 
The question is, how great must the variation be, in order to justify us 
in seeking a special reason for the variation. A slight increase or decrease 
of the death-rate may be due to accidental causes (chance), just as in 
tossing a penny a thousand times the number of heads may be slightly 
above or below 500. If we can calculate the probability of this varia- 
tion (mean error), then we can determine whether unusual causes have 
been at work. The author carries out this investigation in many direc- 
tions and with interesting results. 

The second part of the book consists of keen and searching analysis 
of statistical methods applied to population, economic and social statis- 
tics. The author declares it to be 

not so much the duty of the statistician to open new fields as it is to free 
the present domain from dilettanteism, and to correct the many errors which 
the untrained statisticians have spread abroad. After this work has been 
accomplished, it will be time to undertake new voyages of discovery. Even 
mortality statistics, cultivated as they have been for two centuries, will scarcely 
escape the need of such critical treatment, not to speak of the step-child of 
statistical science, economic statistics, and that child of sorrow (Schmerzens- 
kind), moral statistics. [Page 138.] 
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After such a declaration it is not surprising to find the author saying 
that statistics can never decide the question of the freedom of the 
will. The " mean error " will always allow for individual freedom. The 
so-called moral statistics must be handled with great care. We have 
statistics of murders, but not of murderous intents or desires ; of church 
membership, but not of real religious disposition. The recent attempts 
of Italian anthropologists (Lombroso, et ai.) to make crime an outcome 
of physiological condition (i.e. the criminal irresponsible) are shown to 
rest on inadequate statistical foundations. 1 I wonder what Westergaard 
would say of some recent economic statistics in this country in regard 
to the distribution of wealth. R M 9 

Allgemeines Statistisches Archiv. Edited by Dr. Georg von 
Mayr. Year 1890; Half-volume I. Tubingen, Verlag der H. 
Laupp'schen Buchhandlung, 1890. — 8vo, 415 pp. 

Dr. von Mayr was for many years head of the Bavarian bureau of sta- 
tistics and professor in the University at Munich. He afterwards entered 
the imperial service and was engaged in reorganizing the finances of 
Alsace-Lorraine, with headquarters at Strasburg. He is well and favor- 
ably known through his writings and especially through his little book on 
vital statistics, Die Gesetzmassigkeit im Gesellschaftsleben. He brings, 
therefore, to the work of editing a special journal of statistical science 
experience as a practical statistician, administrator, teacher and writer. 

The new journal is not in any sense a popular one. It is intended 
for the statistician, the administrator and the student of social science. 
It will be a repertory of thorough studies by specialists of the various 
questions connected with statistical method and research. The Ameri- 
can professor of political economy and social science will often turn to 
its pages for information, and it would be well if the practical statistician 
and administrator could find time to do the same. 

A brief notice of the principal articles in this first half-volume will be 
useful as indicating the range of topics and the character of the writers 
to be expected in the Archiv, and may serve to attract the attention of 
some who would otherwise be inclined to pass it by as only one more 
German technical journal. The introductory essay by Dr. von Inama- 
Sternegg, Professor in the Vienna University and Chief of the Austrian 
Central Statistical Commission, is on " Instruction in Statistics." It traces 
the history of theoretical statistics, and describes the position statistics 
occupy in the universities and higher technical schools and also in the 
middle and lower schools of Europe. There are regular courses in 

1 Lombroso gives statistics of 50 criminals of whom one per cent were flat-headed ! 
Westergaard, page 281, 



